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St Francis Primary School  
Chapel Street (PO BOX 66)  
Nathalia, 3638 

Email: info@sfnathalia.catholic.edu.au 
Web: www.sfnathalia.catholic.edu.au 
Phone: 03 5866 2271  

 

St Francis, Nathalia is a child safe school.  We 
promote the safety, wellbeing and inclusion of 
all children. 
 

CALENDAR                                             
Dear families,  
 
Welcome Back! It is great to have the 
students back at school and 
participating in face to face learning this 
term.  Seeing how excited our children 
were to catch up with friends after a 
long period of remote learning was 
fantastic to see.  While we still are not 
able have parents onsite yet, we hope 
this may change with the restrictions 
easing further later in the term.   
 
St Francis Feast Day:  On Monday, we 
celebrated our patron saint’s feast day 
at school.  Students completed activities 
throughout the day to further 
understand how St Francis showed 
compassion and care for all.  St Francis 
has a passion for caring for animals and 
it was great to see the video (thanks 
Mrs Williams) showcasing the wide 
range of student pets, from dogs, cats 
and birds to lambs and cows. 
 

 
School updates:  This term we 
welcome Tony Kent (Grade 4/5 
Teacher) and Rosie Arnel (Learning 
Support Officer) to our staff and know 
they will be a great addition to the St 
Francis team.  Additionally, we wish 
Melanie Sezun all the best as she 
prepares for the birth of her first child.   
 
We also welcome Emmerson Bechaz 
(Grade 3) and her parents Rob and 
Leah to our school this term. 

 
Term Updates: Term 4 usually has 
many different events scheduled, 
including graduations and transitions. At 
this stage we are still awaiting advice on 
the protocols for these and will 
communicate them as soon as 
practical. 

Hats:  Term 4 means SunSmart and 
wearing hats. Please ensure children 
have a school hat and a drink bottle to 
ensure they are hydrated. We continue 
to restrict access to the bubble taps, but 
always have water available for 
students.  

Student Led Events:  The senior 
students have been working with staff to 
come up with ways we can celebrate 
the term together.  The first event was a 
welcome back BBQ held today with 
students enjoying a free sausage or 
hamburger at lunch.  See attached next 
week’s event.  

. 

 
 
2021 Enrolments: School enrolments 
are open for 2021.  Completed packs 
can be drop off to the office. To assist 
with planning for next year, could 
families please drop off packs ASAP.  
Information for 2021 transitions 
programs was sent out this week.  
 
Matt Knight 
Principal 
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TERM 3 DATES 
 
Fri 23rd Oct PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 
Mon 2nd Nov SCHOOL 

CLOSURE DAY 
 
Tue 3rd Nov PUBLIC HOLIDAY 
 
 
Thu 5th Nov School Photos 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 

 

 

MEDICATIONS @ ST FRANCIS 
 
The administration of medication forms 
part of the Victorian Education schools 
common law duty of care.  Schools can 
only dispense labelled Prescription 
medicine or medicines supplied to 
students with a letter signed by the 
parent, along with a signature from 
your doctor or pharmacist.  This 
includes any other the counter 
medication such as Panadol, Cough 
Medicine, Hay fever medications, 
creams etc.  School Medication 
Request Forms are available from the 
front office. 

 
SCHOOL NEWS 
 
Book Week:  Book week will be celebrated 
from 19th  to 23rd October with class activities 
planned during the week.   
 
Unfortunately, due to restrictions on 
assemblies, we cannot have the book week 
costume parade this year. 

 
STUDENT OF THE WEEK 

 
 

Foundation – Archie V –  
For persisting to learn all of his letters and 
sounds at home.  Keep up the great work 

Archie. 
 

Grade 1/2 –  Miley C –  
For showing confidence with technology and 

presenting her work in a creative way. 
 

Grade 3 – Caleb R - 
For being a great learner during his Remote 
Learning time at school. He was responsible 
and tried his best in everything he did and 

he was always willing to help others. 
 

Grade 4/5 – Lachlan R –  
For his best learning efforts in home 

learning and the ability to get the best out of 
himself. 

 

Grade 5/6 – Charlotte W – 
For her great work effort during remote 

learning and happy, positive interactions 
at school. 

Italian – Sienna V – 
Well done Sienna on your efforts on 

Languagenut and always being willing to 
have a go- Ottimo! 

 

Science Star – Lily M –  
Well done Lily, I have watched you engage 

with all activities this term with an 
enthusiastic approach. You have 

demonstrated giving it your best effort which 
has shown in your videos and 

responses.  Keep up the super star work! 
 
CHILDRENS CHATTER MATTERS 
 
Language genre/longer and more 
complex sentences 
These activities will help the students to 
make the necessary adjustments to 
their language so they can 
communicate for a variety of purposes 
eg; to tell stories, recount events, 
persuade, give instructions and report 
information. Learning about the 
language and types of words we use in 
each of these different contexts 
supports not only the child’s oral 

language but written language 
development also. 
 
 
Focus: Understanding longer and more 
complex sentences 
 
1. Following  instructions: Obstacle 
course 
Obstacle courses not only work on 
following directions but work gross 
motor skills as well. Create an obstacle 
course using pillows to walk across, 
tunnels to climb through or jump on and 
a ball pit to end up in. Provide your child 
with instructions on how you would like 
them to complete the course. Initially 
start with one instruction increasing the 
steps to include two, three, four step 
instructions. To make this activity more 
difficult, you could include describing 
words (adjectives), e.g. step on the red 
cushion after you have picked up the 
blue ball, or include joining words 
(conjunctions) e.g. before, after, then, 
and etc. 
 
 
CATHOLIC IDENTITY 
 
Access to Mass and Church:  There are 
many options for Mass online, including: 
http://bit.ly/MassOnDemand 
https://melbournecatholic.org.au/Mass 
www.wordonfire.org/daily-mass 
 
The Bishop is also live streaming Mass on 
Sunday mornings via the diocesan website: 
www.sandhurst.catholic.org.au 
 
On free to air TV, Mass for You at Home is 
broadcast at 6.00am every Sunday, 
Channel 10.  
 
PARENTING IDEAS 
 
Maurice Balson, author of Becoming 
Better Parents constantly reminds 
parents, “If you want your child to be 
resourceful you need to put them in 
positions to develop their resources.” 

Balson’s resourcefulness message is 
just as apt today. Coping with change, 
dealing with small losses, handling 
rejection and overcoming 
disappointment are the types of 
experiences that build a child’s or young 
person’s inner resources.  See Michael 
Grose’s article “Help kids tap into their 
inner resources” for more. 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

Alby T 
Aidan Y 
Kurtis M 
Isla C 

Tanner Q 
Raphael R 

 
Jesse 
Louise 

 

A FEW REMINDERS FROM OUR 
CURRENT GUIDELINES: 

IF CHILDREN ARE UNWELL: 
Parents must be advised that any child 
who comes to school feeling unwell or 
becomes unwell during the school day, 
they (or the emergency contact person) 
will be called to collect that child.  

WATER BOTTLES:  Drinking 
fountains are not to be used by 
students. Each child should bring 
water from home.  

RESTRICTED ACCESS TO SCHOOL 
BY ADULTS: The Department of 
Health insists that no adult- parents, 
non-enrolled youths, visitors - is to 
enter the school unless necessary or in 
an emergency or working in an 
education capacity. Adults should not 
be permitted to go beyond the 
Reception area.  
 
FACE MASKS: Parents, guardians and 
carers will be required to wear a face 
covering when dropping off or picking 
up their child(ren) or if required to 
collect an unwell child(ren) from the 
school.   
	
 



 

 

 

 
ART 
This week in Art, we started looking at 
the Book Week theme 'Curious 
Creatures, Wild Minds'.  
We listened to the book “Where the wild 
things are” and created our own boats. 
We had to follow directions to make 
boats and then decorated them.  
Over the next few weeks, we are going 
to look at some of the short listed books 
and creating art based on the books.  
 
 

 
 
CLASSROOM NEWS 

 
It is so exciting 
to be back 
investigating 
together in 
Foundation! 
Wondering 
what makes 
our herbs 
smell, reading 
books, working 
out how much  
 

to charge for 
a bunch of 
flowers ($5 
the going 
rate) then 
finding what 
$5 looks like. 
We also 
wrote 
messages on 
cards, 
enjoyed our  

 
new flexible  
seating and 
introduced new 
vocabulary as a 
result of the 
light table.  
 
 
 
 

Students were warmly introduced to 
their day by making electrical 
connections and learning how to light a 
bulb with one battery and two wires. 
 

 
 

 
 

The Foundation students 
followed up after St Francis’ 

Feast Day and learning a little 
about his life. We had a quiet 
reflection in the Franciscan 

Garden looking at St Francis 
and wondering what we might 

say to him. Some beautiful 
drawing time followed. 
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